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PREMIER FORESEES IRISH JOY IN ENGLAND’S

VICTORY

clarity the position of the plenipo-
tentiaries, leaving for the sitting of
the Dall to-morrow nothing to do
sive decide on the merits of the
agreement.

Aside from the fire drawn from the
assembly by the spark thrown out by
2r. Collins, no conerete indication of
the numerical strength of the two
parties was given to-day. However,
Trar New Yonk Hemarp correspon-
dent here learned the balance of the
scales from no other person than

PREMIER BITTERLY
ASSAILED ON PACT

‘Because Ulster Is Loyal Yon
Think You Can Kick Her,’
Says (arson,

Richard C. Mulcahy, chief of sta# of| NORTH REJECTS TREATY

the Irish Republican army, who sald
that unless Mr. de Valera
altarnative to offer to the Dall’ which
on Its tutringe
weigh the London agreement Mr. de
Valera would be badly defeated.

Envers' Powers Questioned.

Duanin, Dec. 14 (Associated Press).
~—At the public meeting of the Dall

¥ireann to-day Eamon de Valera, the |

¥President, and Arthur Griffith, Mich-
asl Colling and other Dail deputies ex-
pressed their views as to whether the
Irish delegation w London had ex-
ceeded (ts powers In signing the agree-
ment with the PBritish Cabinet, De
Valera contended that the. treaty
#hould not have been signed without
its having fArst been referred to the
Publin Parliament. Delegates Griffith
ond Collins Insisted that they and
their colleagues had the power in-
vested in them to sign an agreement,
but not the authority te conclude it.
Mr, Griffith asserted that the repre-
sentatives of the Dail Eireann and of
the British Cabinet In this respect
were in {dentical positions, as each
wis obliguted to refer the trealy to
their respective legislatures for rati-
tlontion.

Resent De Valera's Posltion.

Both Mr, Colling and Mr. Griffith dur
_ ing the discussi T d a sta
of President De Valera that the delega-
tion to London had not obeyed the in-
structions of the Dublin Cabinet.

The first of the secret ponferences
lasted from 1 o'clock In the afternoon
until 2 o'clock. Then, after a long re-
vuss, the deputies renssembled at 4:30
o'clock and the mecting continued until
@ lite hour this evening.

The meeting of the members of the
Parilament beliind closed doors was con-
fined to animated discussion of the ques-
tion as to how far the plenipotentiaries
to London wers Jjustified by their in-
s tructions In signing a treaty with Great
Fritain without having resubmitted the
ircaty to President de Valeran and his
cablnet.

Mr. Griffith, quietly, and Mr. Colllns,
with some heat. in the publlc session
resented any sugzestions that they had
falled to carry out thelr instructions or
that they had exceeded them in any de-
gree. It took u longer time than had
Eeen anticipated to clear up the points
in dispute, and asa Mr, de Valera had
made plain his dissatisfaction with the
1aethod adopted by the plenipotentlaries
o secret debate was declded upon,

Reviewing the circumstances leading
up to the appointment of the plenipo-
tontiaries, Mr, de Valera sald he had
ride it ctear at the meeting of the Dall
that the pleni tiartes Id have
iull plenary powers, but that whatever
arrangement was reached would be eub-
mitted to the Dail for ratification. " The
Cuabinet, he declared, would not have
went any five men to negotiate a treaty
which would bind the natlon without
anmie larger body representing the na-
t.0n having an opportunity of criticizing
und reviewlng it

Cahinet Powers Pressed.

Mr. de Valern sald his ldea was that
when the plenipotentiaries had arrived
at an agreement In prineciple and had a
rough copy of the document they were
prepared to slgn they should have sent
it to the Cabinet. He could only say
that when he did see the final text he
could not seo his way to slgn or recom-
mend It. ‘This was a case of a differ-
¢nee of opinion between two bodles
which would naturally arlse, and he
was anxfous that the difference of
opinfon should not interfere with the
discussion of the treaty.

Arthur Griffith asked whether |t was
nlleged that the plenipotentiaries had
excoeded their instructions.

Mr. de Valera explalned that the
treaty ways signed in the small hours
«f the morning after alterations had
been made which the Cabinet had not
secn.  To that extent, he said, the In-
structions had not been followed,

Michael Collins then asked that the
final document agreed to in Dublin by
the united Dall Cabinet should be put
wide by side with the document algned
in London by the plenipotentiaries.
‘They did not sigm that document as a
trenty, he sald, but on the understand-
fng that all the signatories would rec-
ommend it to the Dail for acceptance.

+ He protested angainat what he char-
noterized as the unfalrness that lay In
submitting one document without sub-
mitting the orlginal credentials, He rend
{he credentials of himself and his col-
ieagues, signed by De Valera, authoriz-
ing them to negotinte and conclude on
behalf of the Republic of Ireland, with
representatives of his Britannlc Maj-
eaty, a treaty or treaties of settlement,
amsoclatlon or accommodation between
Irelund and the community of natlons
known as the British Commenwesalth.

The Dall, he continued, had full power
of rejection and could relieve him of
responsibility.

President de Valera argued that the
treaty should not have been algned with-
vut its having been referred to Dublin.
One reason why he had not been a dele-
pante himself, he explained, was that an
opportunity for delay might be afforded.
He did not say that If they had seen
the final document it would have mat-
tered

CLEMENCEAU TO START
NEW PAPER IN PARIS

Will Appear Jan.10 and Take
Up Defence of ‘Tiger.’

t

Epecial Cable to Tun Now Yomx Tmain

Copyright, 1924, by Tun New Yoru Mematd
New York Mernid Bareau,
Paris, Dee. “.i

The Behe National, the naw newspaper
of Georges Clemencean, ¥France's war
Fromier, Is sxpected to appear hereo on
Jaruary Ju. 1t b8 believed that it will
At once take up the defence of the
“Tiger” aguinst the critics of the Ver-
salllon treaty,

Andre Tardleu, who was a member of
Clemencenn’'s Cabinet and fs a staunch
supporter of the onetime head of the
Frenoh Government, haw sccepted the
post of political editor of the new
Jlournal.

SZECHENYI MAY BE CHARGE.

Badapest Hopes He Wil
Washington.

Bunarset, Dec. 14 (Ammocinted Press),

wExchange of ratifleations of the peace

treaty bhetween the Tinited Stalos and

Mangary 18 expected within the next

twa days

it 18 hoped that Count Laszlo Bae-
cheny!l wiil accept appointment as Mun-
garian. Charge d'Affalres In Washing-
twon. Following the ratifieation Consuls

Ge to

will be sent to New York, Chlcago,'
Plttsburgh and Cloveland.

merits would out-|

some |

 Presented in Commons and in
Dail, but Neither Takes
Any Action.

Loxnox, Dee. 14 (Assoclated Press),—
A feature of the debutes in Westminstor
wag a bitter attack on the Lloyd George
| Government by Lord Carson in
| House of Lords and Capt. Charles Cralg,
Irish Unionist, in the House of Commons.

do anything to stir Ulster agalnst the
Emplire, and exclalmed: “Because Ulster
is loyal you think you can kick her as
you like .

“T promise you," he continued, “that
she will Keep out of thig agreement. You

ble, but I belleve you told the Sinn Fein
delegates to do so. Why has Stnn Fein
in this treaty been glven an army if not
to invade Ulster? Was it to invade
America or the Channel Islands T

The note of his whole speech was one
of unrelenting hostility to a s2tzlement,

Viscount Curszon, Forclgn Minlster, In
presenting the agreement to the House
of Lords sald i brought peace with
honer and Involved three essentlal prin-
ciples—the supremacy of the crown, the
security of the United Kingdom and the
Integrity of the Empire. He expected to

tho!

Lord Carson dared the Government to|

| member of this house not (o say a worda

| work in partnership and kingship,

|

have tried to make her position Imposs|- |

| is the ralsing of Ireland to the status of

IRELAND VOWS ALLEGIANCE
TOKING,SAYS LLOYD GEORGE

Coutlnued from First Page.

Ireland. They sought peice and insured
It. There were some of my honorable
trignds who took greater risks than 1
did in signing the treaty. The part they
took will be remembered with honor.
There were men on the other side who
took risks. The risks they took are be-
coming only too manifest in the conflict
which is raging at this Lour in lrelmd.i
All honor to them.

“No word will T say ; I appeal to every

to make their task more difficult They
are flghting to make peace between the
great races designed by Providence to
Let
us help them,

“It ks wery difffenlt on an oceaslon
like this to know exact'y what to say.
what to dwell upon, what needa eluclda-
tion, what can be left to the mere
articles Lo spesk for themselves. To no
one s this . difficulty greater than to a
nan whoe has been Immersed in the busi- |
ress for months. This difficulty I ex- |
rerience at thls moment. I propose to
explaln the genecral effect of the articles,
leaving It to those who come after me to

nawer the criticlsms and eclear up the
chscurities.

“The main operatlon of this scheme
a dominion of the Britlsh Empire, that
of & free Btate within the empire and|
common oltlzenship, and by virtue of

| that membershlp In the emplre and that
commmon  cltizenghlp ownlng  alleglance
to the King.

“What does a dominlon status mean?
It i difficult and dangerous to glve a
definition. When 1 made a stntement
at the reguest of the imperial ccnfer.
wvnee in this house as to what parssed at
the conference I pointed out the anxiety
of all the dominion Premiers not to have
any rigid definition. That Is not th
way of the British constitution, Wa
reallze the danger of rigidity, the dan-
ger of limiting our constitution .y too
many finalitles.

“Many of the Premlers delivered
notable speeches In the course of that

cont haslzl

witness a vindication of the agr
not only by its contents but by its con-
ful and ted Ire-

q eh—a T
land.

Lord Curzon said Ireland would enjoy
prospects superior to those enjoyed by
the greatér part of the free Statea of Bu-
rope met up as a consequence of the war.
The full incorporation of Ireland in the
commonwealth of the Britlsh Empire, he
declared, could not better be {lustrated
than by the fact that if a foreign Power
declared war againat Great Britaln It
would be declaring wur also agalnss
Ireland.

Lord Carson in opposing the agrae-
ment deseribed the debate as “the gplen-
did obsequies of the misguided Unionist
party and funeral oration to cover up
defeat and the humilintion suffered In
Ireland.” He added: “Lord Curzon
has gone the whole hog, That was al-
ways the case with a man with a newly
found faith.”

The former Ulster Unionist leader de-
clared that thers had rnever been a
greater outrage attempted on constitu-
tional liberty than was now being at-
tempted by the

ladst or a attempted
| such a thing, what would Curzon have
| sald abont them?"

{  From beginning to end, he sald, there

was nothing In the agreement except
| that “England. beaten to her knees by
| the guns of aseassing, snld she was will-
|,!.r:g to scuttle Ireland.” Of all memories
In bis experlence the most lonthsome
was that o. those willing to sell thelr
friends for the purpose of concllimting
thelr enemiss, The Coverninent bau be-
trayed Ulster,

was & ploneer under Gladstoné In the
Irish Home Rule fight, reappeared in
the House of Lords and took part In the
proceedings. Lord Birkenhead, the

lenning heavily on the table before him,
moved the address In reply.

Declaring his  politlcal consclence
could not approve of the government of
Iraland during the past years, the aged
stateaman pleaded for a continuance of
the apirit “which makes to-day one of
the most historic and spacious moments
In our history.”

Seconding the motion for the reply,
the eighty year old Earl of Dunraven
made one of his rare appearances in the
Upper Chamber.

The ovening »f Parliament to-day
was moarked with a degree of pomp and
splender which, in the opinlon of old
tima spectators, outshone any in which
King Georgn has previously officiated.

The capacity of the House of Lords
was tested as never before. Many peers
and pesresses, who for years have not
attended such a ceremony, demanded to
be present. The beautiful gowns and
sparkling jewels of the women were set
off by the gorgeous attire of the peers,
dressed In scarlet and ermine

There was a full attendunce of Ame
bassadors In  thelr showy regalls,
ugainst which the conventional evening
dress of George Harvey, Ambassador
from the United States, and of the Ger-
man and Austrian diplomats, contrasted
sharply.

Princess Mary was ushered In shortly
before tha arrfval of thelr Majasties,
and she took a “eat close to the throne.
Then the lights, which had been low-
ered, were suddenly switchod on as the
King and the Queen entared and ad-
vaneed to the throne. Bath wore
erowne and upon Queen Mary's neck
glistened the famous Cullinan diamond
Princess Mary was dressed in gray
silk, with a string of diamonds Binding
her hair. Eager eves in the galleries
looked about for her fiance, and finally
discovered Viscount Lascelles among
thy visitors.

King George read his speech slowly
and distinetly, It was one of thé short-
est apeechea from the threne on record,

Col. John Oretton, Conservative mems
bor of Parllament and leader of the
“Die Harde'" in Parliament, to-morrow
in the Housa of Commons will move the
fellowing amendment to the address In
reply to the speech from’the throme:

“This House rogrets that the proponed
sattlement of the government of Ireland
indicated In the gracious spesch from
the throne would involve the surrender
of rights of the erown in Ireland and
glve power to cstablish an Independent
Irfeh army and navy, would requirs
further sacrifices from (Tlater and would
not safeguard the rights of the loyalist
pepulation  in  southern Ireland. It
would destroy what wis termed the act
of union, which was a mere technical
vnlon, exlsting on paper only. The agree
ment  would substitute a wnlon in
reality.”

Capt. Charles Cralg. who lends the
Ulstermen In the House, described the
oath in the treaty as “not worth the
paper It Is wrilten on™ It was, he
snld, a most senseless conglomeration
of words and nothing maore, undar cer-
tain circumstances, than the legalization
it treason,

He predicted that Ireland would in
n few yvears declars herself a republic
and he belleved that England would not
®and a wsingle pinnee to prevent lre-
tand from mseceding. H“ort of the pistol
and woldlera the COovernment had used
very ponsible forfd of eoercion ngainst
Ulster. The Prime Minister cou'd have
lona nathing more calculated to arouse
tha Ire and musplelon of the Ulster
aple.,

Lord Hugh Cecil 4id not believe there
was any probability of the agreement
uccseding. It wan folly and dishano
wid the method whersby the agroemeont
san reached deserved the grave censure
I’t Farllament.

coalition government. If |
3oy

Viscount Morley, who as John Morley |

Lord Chancellor, having read the King's | to the conference of Vienna.'
speech to the Lords Viscount Morley, |

ence zing the importance
of not defining too preclsely what were
the relations of the dominlons to our-
selvea and the same thing applies to
the defining of the crown In the con-
stitutlon. Tt Is something that never
has been defined by act of Parllament,
yet It works perfectly.

Guarantce Apuninst Encroachment.

“Whatever measurs of freedom the
dominlon statue gives to Canada, Aus-
tralln, New Zealand and South Africa,
that will be extended to Ireland and
there will he u guarantee contained in
the mere fact that {ts status is the
same and that whenever there is an

t at encr hment on the rights
of Ireland every dominlon will begin te
foel that Its own position ls put in
jeopardy. That is a guarantee of in-
finlte valus to Ireland., In practice It
means complete control of thelr own In-
ternal affalrs without any interference
from any other part of the emrire

“They are to he the rulers of thelr own
hearth—finance, administration and leg-
falntlon—as fnr as thelr domestic affairs
are concerned and the representative of
the sovereign will act on the advice of
the Dominion Minister. That is, as far
aa Internal affairs are concerned. T now
come to the question of external affairs,

“The position of the dominlons with
reference to external afalrs has been
completely revolutionized In the course
of the last four years. The dominlons
since the war have been glven oqual
rights with Great Britaln in the control
of the foreign policy of the Empire
That control was by the aid they gave
wa in the great war. [ wonder what
Lord Palmerston would have sald If a
dominion representative had come acre
in 1556 and said: ‘I am coming along

“He would have dismissed him with
polite disdain, wondering where he came
from. Thers was not a single platoon
from the dominions in the Crimen war.
1t would have been equally inconceivable
that there should have been no repre-
sentatives of the dominions at Ver-
sailles, Why? There has been o com-
plets change In conditions sines 1856.
What were they?

A Place In the Empire.

#A million men, young, strong, brave,
indomitable men, had come from all the
dominions to help the mother country in
the hour of danger, and although they
came to help the empire in a policy
which they had no share In fashioning
they felt that in future this was an un-
fair dilemma in which to put them.
They said: ‘You are pulting us in this
position where we have to support you
in a pollcy which we might or might
not approve or we have to desert the
old country In time of trouble. That di-
Jemma you have put us in; therefore in
the future you have to consult us before
the event.'

“That was right. That was Jusi
That was advaniageous to both partiea.
We acceded to it gladly. Thero are ad-
vantages in It for both partles. Thelr
machinery s the muchinery of the BHrit-
tsh Government, the Forelgn Office, the
Ambassadors. The machine must re-
main here. It Is impomsible that It could
be otherwise unless you had & great
councl] of the emplre where youw've got
representatives elected for the purpose.

“Apart from that you must have some
one instrument, an Instrument for the
torelgn policy of the empire such as the
Britlsh Forelgn Office. That has been
accepted by all the dominions as inevit-
able, but they clalm a volca In deter-
mining the lnes of our policy, and at
tha Inst imperfal conference we Ware
dlseussing policy In Germany, Egypt,
America, our polley all over the world,
and we are now acting upon the gen-
ernl dfscussions arrived at with the
common consent of the whole empire.
The sole control of Britain over the for-
elgn pollcy ls now vested in the em-
plre's whole,

Means Jolot Respoustbility.

“That 19 a new fact and 1 will point
out the bearing It has upon the Iriah
vontroversy. The advantage to us In
that joint contral is that it means joint
rerponsibility, und when the hurden of
the empire becomes so vast it Is well
that we should have the shoulders of
these young glants under the bhurden to
help us along. It introduces a broader,
cnlmer virw Into forelgn polley. It will
restraln tie Nationalists, Tt will wtlm-
ulate the timorous ones—both things
are necessary. It widens the prospect.

“When we teok part in the discussions
at the imperial confer:nce this |s what
struck mo—that by the mers fact that
they were thers (rom the Pacific and
Indian oceans and from other ends of
the world; by the mere fact that they
wera there with different interests, the
disguasion broadened Into o world sur-
vay, That was an advantage.

“If many one will taks the troubls 1
took & few days ago to rend Pitt's
speoches on the union he will ses how
developraents have altersd the argument
about the unlon—recent developmentis-—
developments within the Inast four years,
What wan his diMeulty? You can soe
hin one great diMeulty, He was In the
middle of a great war—a continental
wir which waa not going too well, No
doubt our powers wera balng monaced
soriously, Wao find there were two co-
ordinate bodiea with full and equal
powera to declare peace and war, to
enter inta treaties and allinnces, and he
sald: “Thin & & danger. There had
heen rocert rebellloma  He never knew

'Iurhll. porl) might develop oul of that

[

state of things. If he had had the
present conditlon of things does any one
imagine what course he would have
pursued, wiere treatles and allances,
peace and war, was left to a great coun-

cil of three people, cach of them self- |
governing and coming together in the |

mothertund to discuss thelr affairs and
decide thelr polley? What he wouid
have done then would undoubtedly have
been to Imwite Irelund to come to that
conference table amd merge her inter-
asts and her ideas into those of the
whole of these three pecples throughout
the emplire,

“That is the position. Treland would |
ahare In the rights of the Empire, would !
share in the responsibilitics of the Em-
pire and would take part with other |
free States in discussing the policy cfl.

the Emplre. But that uondoubtedly
commits her to a responsibility which
I have no doubt her people will honer.

“That is a general summary of the
marin propasition which is invalved in
these artleles of agreement. But it is
all wvery well tv say dominion home
rule er dominion self government. Tho
Aifficulties only bexn then—difficulties
formidable, peculiar to Ireland. There
are milllons of people In this country |
to-day made happy by the thought that
they have settled the Irish question
(laughter and cheers). You don't settle
complicated problems the moment you
utter good phrases about them. There
bhave been innumerable letters, resolu-
tions, speeches, &ec., about dominion
home riule. They have all ‘advocatod |
that opinion, but ther lgnored all the|
obstacles, Therefore they must fearn
counsel, It is no use glving a general |
preacription for n complicated case. You
may find the same old symptoms, but
you cannot i{gnore the constitution of
the patient. hia tempearament and, above
all, his spirit, beeauss you might find
evila in his systerr left there by earlier
Imprudencies.

“Therefore It isa no use going to a
chemist to order a general prescription.
There are complications in fraland which
are atiributable to its history and im-
prudencies of statesmen on both aldes
which render a settlement of the Irish
question & very difficult one. 1 hope
now we can bo confldent. I never like
to be too confident and sangulne when
talking about lreland, for it has been
sald too often that a specific has been
found. There are difficulties "arising
from the grographical and stragetical
position of Ireland. You cannot treat
Ireland as you would Canada.

The War Debt and Pensions.

“The securlty of this country depends
on what happens at this advanced base,
in this front trench, and that ia one
of the firsl causes of the difficwty we
have had tp deal with. 1t i3 no use
saying: ‘Apply home rule fully and
completely,’ because we had to safe-
guard the security of this land and then,
shortly, the next thing was the na-|
tlonal debt, Every other dominion has
fts war debt and Its pensions. Unless
we can come to some arrangement with
Ireland Irlshinen in Ireland would be
the only Irishmen who would escape
their contribution to these great mat-
tera,  Irish in this ¥, In the
dominions and in the United States are
all paying their share of this debt and,
#5 1 have sald, unless some provislon is
made, Irlshmen In Ireland would escape
their share of the burden.

““Then there Ia the difficulty that arose
from religlous anlmesity. I am sorry
to use the word animosities in connec-
tlon with religion, but there they are.
Perhaps they are produced by fears—
probably exaggerated fears, although, of
course, you cannot say exaggarated fears
aren’'t facts—and they are to be dealt
with as long as they afe rooted In men’'s
minds. Old differences added new fuel
in old flames and stirred up the embers,
Then there was the great difMeulty
rredated by the pecullar position of thoe
northern part of the {sland. Before ap-
plying dominlon status you have to deal
with ench of thess questions, which are
really complicated troubles rooted in the
past history of Ireland. But alleglance
to the British Crown has been complete
Iy accepted, with membership in the
Britlsh Empire of common citizenshin,

Firat Great DifAculty.

“Now T come to the first great 4im-
rulty—the seourity of this country. Tf
ful' and « plete Inion gover t
were conferred on Treland she would
have complete control of her army and
navy., They eould ralse any army and
navy they liked, and, as 1 pointed out a
year ago, that is what they me=ant to
do. T sald they could rulse an army of
half & milllon men. 1 think that was
ridiculed at the time. T have only to
pouint to two or three facts. The first in
that Australlia, with practieally the same
population, sent that number of men
overseas. The gecond I that this coun-
try ralsed during the war very nearly
ore-pixth of Its population for servies
under arme. That would have meant
700,000 men In Treland, and Secotland,
with the same population, sent 700,000
men,

“There are two objections apart from
the security of this country to that
being permismdble. Thila country has
taken sinee the war a leading part iIn
the disarmament of land forcea and
has taken a leading part with America
in the disarmament of naval forces, We
were the first to put an end to con-
scription. We took a leading part in im-
posing the abolition of conscription upon
our enemies in the peace treaty. But
these problems of disarmament are
problems of the Immedinte future How
can the Britlsh Empire exarcise the
wolght [t ought to exercize In impressing
other couniries with the lmportance of
reducing these great forces which do
so much toward promoting and precipl-
tating war? How could they do so
standing In partnership, side by side,
with a country whose armed forces
number half a million men, all trained
for war? That is an International ob-
Jeetion.,

“Tha second objection i «f w Aiffer-
ent charmeter. If south lreland tralned
all these young men and ralsed a great
foree one can imagine the apprehensions
which would il the hoarts of the men
of northesst Treland,

“I'he northeast would be driven to pur-
mua the same course, It wonld thers-
fora have anll the young men in north-
enst Ulser enrolled, trained and
equipped for war. Under those condl-
tiong the attitude of defence would bo
upt to be distorted Into a gesture of
menace. Those are the conditions un-|
der which oonfliots always begin.

“It was desirable to the Interests of
the emplre, desirable to the Interests of

rCommunilts Dispersed X
Outside Dail Meeting

UBLIN, Dec. 14 (Associated
Press)—Except for a Sinn
Fein flag draped with crepe
and hung from a telephone pola
the only evidence of propaganda
against ratification of the treaty
outside University College, where
the scsaions of the Dall were held,
woera members of the Communist
party In Ireland, who endeavored
to distribute pamphlets urging re-
Jection of the trealy. Members of
the Irish Republlcan army dis-
persed the Communisia and con-
fscated thelr lilerature.

.

King Hopes for End
to Strife of Centuries

ONDON, Deo. 14 (Associated
Press).—The text of the
King's specch opening the

special =ession of Parliament was:
“My Lords and Members of the

House of Commons:

“] have summoned you to meet
at this unuswal time in erder that
the artlcles of agreement which
have been signed by my Ministers
and the Irish delegation can at once
be submitted for your approval. No
other business will be brought be-
fore you at the present session, It
was with heartfelt joy that I
learned of the agreement, reached
after negotiations protracted many
months, and affecting not only the
welfare of Ialand but of the Hiitish
and Irish races throughout the
world. It is my earnest hopa that
by the articles of agreement now
submitted to you the strife of cen-
turles may be ended and that Tre-
land, as a free partner in the rom-
monwealth of nations forming the
British Fmpire, will secure fulfll-
ment of her national ideals.™

>

the world, desirable to the interests of
Ireland itself that there should be limi-
tations lmposed on raising armsments
and tralning armed men within thoae
boundaries. Now I come to the side that
think wa ought uot to have allowed any
armed forces at all

“You cannot maintain & guaranty of
law and order in any rountry unless you
support the eivilian forceés with a cer-

| taln number of armed men. We think

of Ireland as a country coneerned marely
about natlonalist questions, ned

| namely, that there should be a readju -

 our Government.

| arranged full responsibliity for the gov-
! ernment of ireland outside of the north-

with their southern nelghbors. You can
only keep them where they are by coer-
clon.

“1 don't believe in the coerclon of Ul-
ster, I don't bellave In Ulster concern-
ing itself in the other units. ‘There Is
no doubt that this would glve her
trouble ; the trouble we have had in the
south would ocour In the north en a
smaller scale. It would put trouble at
our own door. It would clog her ma-
chinery and take awxy her mind from
the building. if she wants to, of a good
model government. Therefore what we
propose 1 think is wise for Ulster—

mant of houndaries which will take into

t the 1 s population so
a8 to get A homogenecus area as far as
pomsible,

“It is of interest to Uster that she
should have people who will work and
cooperats without making difMculties
That is the reason we agreed to a
dary of 1t I8 not for me
to say what the reault will be or whether
the area of Ulster would Incresse or
diminish, but at any rate we propose
arbitration with the nominee of the
northern Government of the Irish Free
State with g chalrman appointed by

!

T jgalon

ed

or

to be ta;
squeeze
loosened

"W will take care to securs a man of
distinction, suthority and partiality "Wf
will recommend himself to all parties
allke. The position of the crown must
be assured, The relation of the empire
must be established, the rights of Ulster
gafeguarded with provistons for the pro-
tection of religion and minority which
must be incorporated into the agreq-
ment, | am convinced that the leadars
of the majority in Treland mean to do
ai In thely power to make prospects as
attractive us posalble for the minority
a0 that they will continue thelr citizen-
ship ameng them. We, therefore, pro-
pese  that =@ provisional government
should be set up and as soon as this Is

merely about these conflicts which have
been raging the last few years. But In
Belfast there were sirikes some time ago
and a considerable number of armed
men had to be sent there to maintain
peace. In Wales we had a great strike
and the Government felt It necessary to
send a conslderpble number of armed
men to maintain order and protect
property.

“You cannot leave o Government re-
sponsible for law and order unless you
also equip them with the rights to ralse
a certaln number of armed men to sup-
port the civilian authorities. That ia
all that has been dome. If you take
the most sanguine view of the numbar
they will not exceed 40,000 men in the
whole of Ireland. That is not an ex-
travagant figure for the malntenance of
law and order.”

Question of Enforcement.

Asked how he proposed to enforce
the imitations, Mr. Lloyd George said:
“That is only asking the question if the
treaty s broken what shall we do? I

| am quite willlng to face It, but it {5 not

a question of one article only. It Is &
question of the whole articles, If Ire-

| jand breaka the treaty, breaks her faith,

then & situatlon has arlsen with which
the Britlsh Empire has been quite capa-
ble of dealing In the past with much
more formidable opponents. Bul she
wants to be perfectly clear that when
ghe does so deal with It that the re-
sponstbility fa not hers, that the re-
sponslbility s entirely on other shoul-
ders.

“With regard to a navy, we fell that we
could not allow the ordinary working do-
minlon status to operate here, We had
experience in the late war which showed
how vital lreland was to the security
of the country. I refer to access to our
ports along the coast of Irsland. For
offerice and defence Ireland s the key
In many respects, although I agres that
Ireland is nover WHkely to raise a great
and formidable navy which will chal-
lenge us, Mine layers and submarines
do not cost much and we are out of
trouble off the coast of Ireland. ‘The
froest access to the ports of Ireland Ia
vital. Wa could not leave that merely
to good will or to the Interpratation of
the vaguo position of a domink

Leave Nothing te Chance.

“Good will has been planned, but it
must have time to grow. It must not
be exposed too much to the winda of
temptation. Therefore we falt- that
where the security of these islands was
concerned we could leave nothing to
chance,

“My right honorable friend (Herbert
Asquith) charged me with having
stigmatized dominion home rule as
lunacy. I never did. If he had taken
the trouble to read my speech before
criticiaing It he would have seen that.
He said some rather
mRbowt me recently, [ think to force
him to read my speachea were too se-
vare a penalty, therefors I am not com-
plaining.

“What T did say waz to allow Ireland
to raise unllmited forces which would
provoke civil war would menace us.
For Ireland to rulse a navy when Ire-
land 18 #o vital to our defence ia
lunaey."

Hera the Prime Minister had a sapirited
tlit with Mr. Asquith, after which he
added: “1 think that It Is very im-
portant that there should boe protection
aguinst any legislation which wounld
exclude British ships from the ports
of Ireland, and that we have Inserted
in the agreement.

The Statas of Ulster.

“Now 1 come to the more vaxing ques-
tion of Ulster, Hare we are gotting a
definitaly ecloar pledge that under no
conditions should we agres to any pro-
posals that would involve coercion of
Ulster. I have always heen strongly
of the view that one could not coerce
Vlster without provoking a confllet
which would slmpiy mean transferring
the agony from the South to the North
and prolonging the Irish controversy
instead of mettling it. Wa never for a
moment thought of departing from this
pledge, but [ think we were entitled to
endeavor to persunde Tister.  Surely
Ulster In not above baing argued with,

“1 have heard from those very benches
several Ulster spokesmen, Including Sir

unkind things

Fdward Carson, say that unity is lre-|

land’s ultimnte ldeal. 1 have never
heard the Ulster leader challenge that
proposition, and if it Is ths ultimate
Ideal how was It unfair to Ulster to rec-
ommend that they should do It at the
present moment? That s all we dld.

*“Tha refusal of Ulster cven to onter
the discussions as long a= an all-lreland
Parllament was the subject of discus-
sion ralsed artificial barricrs In the wny
of settlement. We could not agreo to
withdraw the discussion of an all Ire-
land Parllament without broak) up
the conference, and It should not have
been Justified In breaking up through
Ulster's refusal to enter the discussion.
That Is the declslon woe have come to.

“Uister has the option of coming Into
an all Irelund Purllament or remalining
exnctly as she 8. There will be no
change In hor position if she makes an
address to the Crown te remaln where
rhe . That i= an optlon which she may
or may not exercise. But (f she exer-
clsee her option her Parllament will have
full right under the act of 1030 without
a single change exoept perhaps that of
boundaries

Adjastment of Bonndaries,

“On the queation of houndaries wa
were all Influenced—and there wwre
friends of Uleter who took the same
vlew—by the contention that It is de-
sirable If Ulster is to remain n sep-
arate community that there should be
an adustment of boundaries, Thers Is
na doubt that the majority of the peonle
fn the two countios would prefer to he

ern p will be handed over and the
crown forces will be withdrawn.

“The bill will be mtroduced in this
Hous: at another session. If anything
has besn everlooked in the agreement it
must be sgreed betwéen the various
peaple concerned, for any intreduction
of amendments without the assent of
both sides would undoubtedly break the

agresmen

“There have been {two criticlsms.
Firet, that this s surrender to rebel-
lion and that i{ is therefore a derogm-
tory to the dignity of the Crown and
tho prestige of tha empire. The best
answer to that !s the effect the agree-
ment has had throughout the world,
notably in the dominioma. The part
played by the monarch hos added dig-
nity to the throne.

“The agreement has amied to the con-
victlon of the wotld that Great Eritain
can always come up and get over her
difficulties."

The Prime Minister ealkd it was dan-
merous to discuss the “sthics of re-
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belllon" and added: “Take the greatest
battle In Irish history. It was fought
by a Britlsh army led by a revolutionary
king against an Irleh army led by a
king who had been depesed by the Eng- !
lish revolutionary."

Regarding the argument that the
trouble ghould have been mettled a year
or two ago Mr, Lloyd George sald it
was casy to ses clearly what one could
propose, but one must choose the time
for proposing It, and that statesmanship
consists not merely of wisdom In making
propoeals but fu the choosing of the
right moment.

“You must not choose it when the
party is full of fight and when ft is con- |
fldent It Is golng to win' he eald. "You
have got to walt until the difficultles
erop up which they have never foreseen
and when doubt hegins to enter their
minds as to the completeness of gheir |
oause," '

He sald there wers moments when all
feared that he had proposed the confer-
ence too soon.

“On the Britlsh side,” Mr. Lloyd
George contlnued, “allegiance to the
Crown, partnership in the empire; se-
curity of our shores, non-coerclon of
Ulster. Those were the conditions we
have over and over again lald down, and
they are here in this document. On the
Irish side one supreme condition, the
Irleh people as o nation should be free
in their own land to work out thelr
national destiny in their own way. |

Claima Are Reconciled.

“Those two clalms, I believe, have
been reconciled. These terma will give
freedom to Ireland und Increased
strength to the empire and will put an
end to the conflict which has been car-
ried on for centuries with varying
success but unvarying discredit. They
will repalr the honor of this country
throughout the world and bring to our
side a valued comrade. . Ireland
can now take hear partnership in the
empire not only without losa of self-
respect but with acoessfon of honor to
herself and glory to her own natlon-
hood.

“What notion ever showed such loy-
alty to its friends under such conditions
as persecutlon, prosecution, beggary and
disdain? She faced them all and her
people shed their blood to maintain
their Independ That precl loy-
alty she has now vowed to the throne,
to partnership and common citizenahip
In the empire.

“It would be taking too hopeful a
view of the future to imagine that the
last perll to the British Emplre has
been passed. There are still dangers
lurking ahead. Whence they will come,
from what quarter, who knows? But
when they do come T feel glad tp know
that Ireland will be on our side and
that the old motto *England's danger is
Ireland's opportunity’ will have a new
meaning. The meaning the dominions
gave It in 1814. Our peril will be her
danger, our fears will be her anxlety,
our. victory will be her joy."

DOME OF ST. PETER’S
MENACED BY FLAMES

Fire Beside Staircase Put Out
With Difficulty.

Roue, Dec. 14 (Associated Presa).—
Fire broke out to-day in m storercom
bealde the stalrease of the Vatlean lead- |
Ing to the dome of the Church of St
Peter, The flames were mubdued with
much difficulty by firemen who were
hastily summoned. Thoy were consider-
ably hampered by the poor water supply. |

The Church of 8L Peter, conaldered as
the quintessence of church architecturs,
was completed In Its present form early
in the Beventeenth Century, but it s
#ald to have been originally founded by
Bmperor Constantine, at the Behest of
Pope Sylvester 1. back in the Fourth
Century. The dome of the odifice, which
lias been the cynosure of thousands of
pligrima and touriets, wan designed by
Michasl Angelo.
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